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6th March 2009

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS – LIBRARY CATALOGUING SERVICES FOR NEW ZEALAND SCHOOLS.
Q : Why has there been a change in funding for school library cataloguing services?

In 2005 the Ministry of Education agreed to provide initial funding for the supply of quality catalogue records to all New Zealand school libraries through Curriculum Corporation’s SCISweb service. This support ensured many schools markedly improved their access to information and released library staff time to support teaching and learning.  The system is now well established in New Zealand schools.  However, from 1st January 2009 the service will no longer be directly funded by the Ministry of Education.  Schools wishing to continue with the SCISWeb will need to do so on an individual basis. 

The Ministry of Education and National Library have worked closely with Curriculum Corporation to support this transition. Below are a number of options available for schools to ensure continued access to quality catalogue records.

Q : What are the National Library’s plans to support school libraries to obtain catalogue records.
Option 1 : Curriculum Corporation – SCISWeb system
The catalogue records service for school libraries supplied by Curriculum Corporation will continue to provide fully tailored catalogue records suited to the New Zealand education environment via its familiar and easy to use SCIS web interface.

Further information about the SCISWeb service is available on the SCIS website at http://www1.curriculum.edu.au/scis/resources/nz_faqs.pdf
Option 2 : National Library’s SchoolsCat Service

The National Library is focussed on ensuring that all schools can continue to access quality cataloguing services. To this end we have developed an option that provides schools with tailored access to the National Bibliographic Database.  The schools interface provided ensures that school library staff can add records to your existing Library Management system.  This option is available as part of the National Library’s services to schools and  uses the same processes and systems as other non-school libraries in New Zealand. 

More information is available at www.natlib.nz/schools
Q : What are the benefits of a cataloguing service?

A cataloguing service ensures that the your School Library Catalogue provides consistent, accurate information which help students find the best resources in the school library to meet their learning needs.

Q : How do I decide which system to proceed with?

The Library Advisors are available to assist schools in this transition. Please contact your local Library Advisor team or email schoolscat@natlib.govt.nz
Q : Who will provide support to school library teams?

The National Library Advisors will continue to provide support to school library teams for both systems.

Q : Can I register to use both systems?

Yes, you can register for using SchoolsCat even if you have already paid for access to SCISWeb.

Q : How do I register for SchoolsCat?

An online registration form is available at http://www.natlib.govt.nz/schoolscat
Once you have completed the form you will be sent a letter of agreement to sign.  

Once this has been returned to National Library you will be sent your login details for SchoolsCat and instructions relevant to your Library Management system.

Q : Will my Library Management System work well with the National Library School Cataloguing System?

The National Library cataloguing system is being developed to ensure it works well with standards compliant library management systems.  

We have tested the system with the 6 most commonly used systems in New Zealand Schools.

Q : Will our school library staff require training for use in a new system?

The National Library service is being developed to ensure it is easy for school library staff to use.  National Library advisers will provide support for school library staff in using both SCIS and SchoolsCat.

Q : Will SchoolsCat provide images of book covers?

Not at present but this is something we would like to provide in the future. 

Q : Will SchoolsCat provide consistent subject headings?

SchoolsCat provides Library of Congress Subject Headings which are used in Tertiary and Public libraries in New Zealand and worldwide.
