McGuyer’s Gadget List:

Things that you need…or wish you had…while working on a photographic setup. Use this checklist as a shopping list or reminder to pickup things that will help you be more efficient in the studio.

PHOTOGRAPHIC ACCESSORIES


Light Stands
Several inexpensive light stands to hold reflector cards, diffusers, etc.


Spare Lamps
Extra bulbs for your lighting units


Polarizing Filters
For lights and camera lens to minimize glare on shiny subjects


UV/Skylight Filter
For camera lens to reduce UV light, also good protection for lens


QP Cards
White/Gray/Black patches on card to include in photo for neutral balance  ( www.qpcard.se )

Levels
Bubble level and line level


Gloves
Cotton, linen or latex gloves for handling art or shiny surfaces

TAPE, CLIPS, & HOLDER-UPPERS


Low-Tack Tape
Masking tape, 3M blue painter’s tape and artists’ tape (both low tack)


Gaffer’s Tape
2” wide from photo store, a strong cloth tape for many studio uses.


Duct Tape
General use around the studio  (cheaper, but harder to remove and leaves residue)


Putty
“Hold It” or “Blue Tack” reusable putty (art supply)


Velcro™
Some squares and strips to attach reflectors or diffusion panels


Spring Clamps
“A” shaped clamps. Several sizes at Home Depot or hardware stores


Clip Clothespins
Holding filters, diffusers and other objects in place


Magnets
Hold downs for magnetic copy board


Wood Blocks
To prop up subjects or support small reflectors


Cloth Weight Bags
Cloth bags filled with shot. Made for book conservation in libraries


Wood Skewers
To move small objects in the set or put putty under subjects


Tweezers
Long nose for picking up and moving small objects in the set


Backgrounds and Reflectors


Background Paper
One or more rolls of seamless paper or sheets for smaller objects


FoamCor™
White and black for reflectors and light blocking. Also could use gray


Foil Reflectors
Gloss and matte surface silver foil reflectors (art supply)


Mirrors
Acrylic or glass mirrors to use as reflectors with brighter, specular reflections 

COMPUTER


Memory Card
One or more memory cards for the camera to capture and store images


Hard Drive Storage
External or portable hard drive to store your digital images


Extension Cables
Additional USB or Firewire (IE9444) cable length for digital camera connection


Card Reader
Appropriate reader for camera memory card and computer connection


Power Strip
One or more AC extension power strips for computer and lighting needs
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