FAMILY HISTORY AND WHAKAPAPA RESOURCES

LOOKING FOR YOUR FAMILY HISTORY OR WHAKAPAPA?

National Library of New Zealand

Introduction 

We hold a large amount of New Zealand and international material that can be used to research family history or whakapapa.

Family History Collection

The Family History Collection is your starting point for researching family history and genealogy at the National Library. It was set up in 1993 and contains major sources for family history in New Zealand and overseas. It is part of the general reference

Collection and is located on the ground floor.

Highlights of the Collection

New Zealand

· New Zealand birth, death, marriage indexes up to 1990

· Alexander Turnbull Library biographies index

· New Zealand cemetery and probate indexes

· Published shipping indexes (more shipping resources are located in the Turnbull Library)

· Electoral rolls

· Military indexes

· Index New Zealand, an important source for biographical information

· A selection of New Zealand family histories.

Australia

· Birth, death and marriage indexes for Australia

· Directories and electoral rolls

· Inward bound passenger lists for ships from British and foreign ports to Victoria, and also from New Zealand to Victoria

· Cemetery and probate indexes

· Many name indexes, including some for the Melbourne newspaper Argus. The Argus is available on microfilm for the years 1846-1957 in the national newspaper Collection located on the lower ground floor.

Great Britain and Ireland

· General register office indexes for England and Wales between 1837 and 2000

· General register office overseas indexes

· Directories

· Some 1841 and 1861 full-text images on CD-rom

· Many 1851 census indexes

· The 1891 census index for Scotland

· Old parochial registers for Scotland to 1855

· Index Library (early wills and indexes)

· National probate calendars 1858-1943

· Griffith’s valuation of Ireland on microfiche and the index on CD-rom

· Sasine indexes for Scotland

· Victoria county histories

· British and Irish biographies 1840-1940, a major resource of biographical dictionaries

· English record societies publications.

International

· American Biographical Archive

· Archives Biographiques Francaises

· Archivo Biografico de Espana, Portugal e Iberoamerica

· Archivo Biographico Italiano

· Australasian Biographical Archive and Supplement

· British Biographical Archive

· Deutsches Biographisches Archive.
Other relevant collections

Māori Collection

The following resources are useful in researching whakapapa and are available from the Māori Collection on the ground floor:

· Journal of the Polynesian Society

· H.J.fletcher’s Index to Māori Names which indexes personal and place names in the Journal of the Polynesian Society, Transactions of the New Zealand Institute and other standard works

· Māori Land Court minute books index available on the PCs in the general reference section on the ground floor.

New Zealand and Pacific Collection

The following resources are located on the ground floor:

· Telephone directories

· Atlases

· Gazetteers

· Biographies

· Church, local and school histories (some with lists of pupils)

· Biographical dictionaries.

New Zealand Government Publications

The following resources are located on the ground floor:

· Appendices to the Journals of the House of Representatives

· New Zealand Gazette

· Parliamentary debates (Hansard).

General Reference Collection

This collection includes a number of useful resources, including significant bibliographies, indexes, catalogues and biographical dictionaries and is located on the ground floor.

Other sources of information

Many other books and serials that may be useful for family history research are held in the General Lending Collection and the General Serials Collection. These are listed on the National Library Catalogue. Please request these items at the Document Requests Desk on the ground floor.

Alexander Turnbull Library collections

Further in-depth research into family history and whakapapa is possible using the Turnbull Library’s range of resources.

Research Centre

Your first point of call in the Turnbull Library is the Research Centre on the first floor. It has many unique indexes and provides access to all the published collections held by the Turnbull Library.

Manuscripts and Archives

Also located on the first floor is Manuscripts and Archives which holds unpublished records of individuals and organisations, including diaries, whakapapa books and some church and funeral directors’ records.

National Newspaper Collection

The National Newspaper Collection, a valuable resource for family history, is located on the Lower ground floor. Some of the collection can be accessed online through Papers Past.

Turnbull Library Pictures

Illustrate your family history or whakapapa with a selection of images from Turnbull Library pictures. This collection contains images of new Zealanders at work and play. It is located on the ground floor. Some of the collection can be accessed online through Timeframes. 

Online resources

Websites

From our web site you can access:

· The National Library Catalogue

· TAPUHI, the catalogue of unpublished manuscripts and pictures in the Turnbull Library

· Papers Past, full-text copies of 19th century New Zealand newspapers

· Te Puna Web Directory, a directory of New Zealand and Pacific Islands websites

· Timeframes, which contains images of more than 40,000 items from the Turnbull Library collections.

Internet Access

PCs are available in the general reference section on the ground floor for research on the internet. access is available to Ancestry library edition, an online genealogical research tool that includes 1861-1901 UK census records and directories.

Opening hours

Monday – Friday 9am to 5pm

Saturday 9am to 1pm

Group visits

We welcome visits by groups, just let us know two weeks in advance.

Contact us

Senior Reference Librarian

Family History Services

Reference Services

National Library of New Zealand

Te Puna Mātauranga o Aotearoa

t. 64-4-474 3030

f. 64-4-474 3070

E. reference@natlib.govt.nz
w. www.natlib.govt.nz/
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