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Mary K. O'Connor is a Visiting Digital Imaging Specialist at the University of California Berkeley Art Museum with a background in film production, library administration, and management of the Institute of Museum and Library Services funded graduate program in digital imaging at the University of North Texas School of Library & Information Sciences. She has also developed and taught graduate courses in a variety of technology related subjects at University of California Berkeley, Emporia State University, Syracuse University, and the University of North Texas. These range from the first "computer literacy" course in the Berkeley School of Library & Information Studies, to theory of organization of knowledge, to internet applications for information professionals, to techniques of digital image management. She is currently teaching an online graduate course at the University of North Texas in Selected Topics in Digital Imaging. She holds the MLIS from the University of California, Berkeley. From 2002 – current, Mary has worked extensively with Ben Blackwell Photography on digitizing projects ranging from digitizing photographs to photographing large sculpture. From 2005 – 2006, Mary provided large format high-resolution digital imaging services to the Digital Projects Lab in the Library at the University of North Texas. Using a Better Light scanning back and a 4 x 5 view camera, she photographed over-sized and fragile documents in the general library and the rare books collection.

Ben Blackwell is Principal Photographer for the University of California, Berkeley Art Museum and contract photographer for the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. His private clients include other major museums, libraries, galleries, artists, collectors and publishers worldwide. Since establishing an all-digital workflow in 1999, when the Berkeley Art Museum became the third museum in the world to adopt the Better Light scan back, Mr. Blackwell has written several articles and papers on the effects of lighting and UV exposure from tungsten, fluorescent and HID sources used in digital photography. As a consultant for lighting and equipment for digital scan back photography, he has worked with a number of institutions including Stanford Library, the Latvian National Library, and the Carnegie Museum. Teaching experience includes courses in photography and design at California State University at Hayward, and a workshop in Digital Photography for Museums at Syracuse University. He holds a MA in Art Practice from the University of California, Berkeley. Ben is also a member of Image Muse, a working group of museum imaging specialists formed by the National Gallery of Art to agree on digital standards for images.

