Library collection assessment – NON-FICTION
Use this tool to identify the gaps in your non-fiction collection.

As you work through your collection you will need to consider the age and condition of the resources, the relevance to the curriculum and school programmes, the level of difficulty, the information access provided, and the appeal to children.

Having identified the gaps in your collection, these topics will need to be prioritised and recorded in your school library buying plan.

Note:

The topics in bold are ‘hot topics’ in terms of schools’ borrowing from the National Library of New Zealand School Service collection, and if identified as gaps need to be prioritised.

	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	000 – 099 
	
	
	
	

	001.9        Unexplained mysteries
	
	
	
	

	004           Computers, internet
	
	
	
	

	028           Information literacy
	
	
	
	

	030           General knowledge
	
	
	
	

	069           Museums
	
	
	
	

	070           Newspapers, journalism
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	100 – 199 
	
	
	
	

	133           Supernatural
	
	
	
	

	133           Magic
	
	
	
	

	150           Human behaviour, psychology
	
	
	
	

	152.4        Emotions / feelings
	
	
	
	

	153           Thought and thinking
	
	
	
	

	155           Myself / self esteem
	
	
	
	

	155.9        Death
	
	
	
	

	160           Logic
	
	
	
	

	170           Values (bravery, courage, honesty etc)
	
	
	
	

	190           Philosophy and philosophers
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	200 – 299 
	
	
	
	

	200           Religion
	
	
	
	

	220           Bible
	
	
	
	

	230           Christianity 
	
	
	
	

	232           Christian festivals (e.g. Christmas, Easter)
	
	
	
	

	294           Buddhism 
	
	
	
	

	296           Judaism
	
	
	
	

	297           Islam
	
	
	
	

	297.9        Bahai
	
	
	
	

	299           Maori religious beliefs (Ratana, Ringatu etc.)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	300 – 359 
	
	
	
	

	301           People (anthropology, sociology)
	
	
	
	

	302.2        Communications (incl. signs & symbols)
	
	
	
	

	302.2        Body language
	
	
	
	

	302.3        Friendships 
	
	
	
	

	302.3        Bullying
	
	
	
	

	303.3        Leadership, propaganda, prejudice
	
	
	
	

	303.6        Conflicts
	
	
	
	

	303.6        Peace
	
	
	
	

	304           Population
	
	
	
	

	305           Age groups (youth, adults, elderly)
	
	
	
	

	305.4       Women
	
	
	
	

	305.8        Race relations
	
	
	
	

	305.89      Maori culture
	
	
	
	

	305.89      Marae visits
	
	
	
	

	306           Kiwiana
	
	
	
	

	306.8        Families, family members
	
	
	
	

	307           Cities, communities
	
	
	
	

	320           Politics & government
	
	
	
	

	323           Human rights
	
	
	
	

	325           Refugees
	
	
	
	

	326           Slavery
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	327.1        International relationships
	
	
	
	

	330           Economics
	
	
	
	

	331           Work, careers
	
	
	
	

	332           Money, investments
	
	
	
	

	333.7        Conservation, recycling
	
	
	
	

	347           Justice
	
	
	
	

	348           Rules / laws
	
	
	
	

	361           UNO
	
	
	
	

	355           Armed forces
	
	
	
	

	355           Warfare
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	360 – 379 
	
	
	
	

	361           Social services / helping agencies
	
	
	
	

	362           Social problems
	
	
	
	

	362           Children with special needs – blind, deaf etc
	
	
	
	

	362           Hospitals
	
	
	
	

	362.2        Smoking
	
	
	
	

	362.2        Drug abuse
	
	
	
	

	362.7        Adoption
	
	
	
	

	363.1        Accidents
	
	
	
	

	363.1        Safety – road, water, home
	
	
	
	

	363.2        Police
	
	
	
	

	363.34      Disasters (New Zealand)
	
	
	
	

	363.7        Pollution
	
	
	
	

	363.7        Recycling
	
	
	
	

	363.738    Global warming
	
	
	
	

	364           Crime
	
	
	
	

	369           Guides and scouts
	
	
	
	

	370           Education
	
	
	
	

	371           Schools
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	380 – 394 
	
	
	
	

	380.1        Trade
	
	
	
	

	381           Shops / supermarkets
	
	
	
	

	383           Postal services
	
	
	
	

	384           Communication services – incl TV and radio
	
	
	
	

	388          Transport services
	
	
	
	

	391           Clothes and national costumes
	
	
	
	

	391.4        Fashion
	
	
	
	

	391.4        Masks
	
	
	
	

	392           Customs (birth, death, marriage etc)
	
	
	
	

	394           Festivals
	
	
	
	

	394           Celebration days (Easter, Christmas etc)
	
	
	
	

	395           Etiquette / manners
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	398.2 – 398.9 
	
	
	
	

	398.2        Myths – world
	
	
	
	

	398.2        Maori myths and legends
	
	
	
	

	398.2        Aesop’s Fables
	
	
	
	

	398.2        Gods and goddesses
	
	
	
	

	398.2        Legends
	
	
	
	

	398.2        Folktales
	
	
	
	

	398.2        Fairytales
	
	
	
	

	398.2        Legendary people, devils, dragons, goblins,

                 witches, wizards
	
	
	
	

	398.6        Riddles
	
	
	
	

	398.8        Nursery rhymes
	
	
	
	

	398.9        Proverbs (including Maori proverbs)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	400 – 499 
	
	
	
	

	400           Language
	
	
	
	

	411           Alphabets
	
	
	
	

	411           Braille
	
	
	
	

	419           Sign language
	
	
	
	

	420 - 499  Languages, English, Maori, Pacific Islands,
	
	
	
	

	                 French, Spanish, German, Japanese etc.
	
	
	
	


	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	500 – 529 
	
	
	
	

	500           Science (general works)
	
	
	
	

	507           Science experiments & projects
	
	
	
	

	508.2        Seasons
	
	
	
	

	509           Scientists
	
	
	
	

	510           Maths and mathematicians
	
	
	
	

	513           Maths – addition, subtraction, multiplication
	
	
	
	

	516           Shape, symmetry, patterns, etc
	
	
	
	

	520           Astronomy/space
	
	
	
	

	523- 525   Solar system, sky, planets, stars, sun,

                  moon
	
	
	
	

	529           Night and Day
	
	
	
	

	529           Time, clocks, calendars, watches
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	530 – 539 
	
	
	
	

	530           Physics/scientists
	
	
	
	

	530           Matter, liquids, gas, solids
	
	
	
	

	530.8        Measurement
	
	
	
	

	531           Gravity, levers, force & energy, floating and

.                sinking, pulleys, balance.
	
	
	
	

	533           Air
	
	
	
	

	534           Sound
	
	
	
	

	535           Light
	
	
	
	

	535           Shadows
	
	
	
	

	535           Optics, microscopes, magnifying glasses
	
	
	
	

	535.6 
Rainbows
	
	
	
	

	535.6 
Colours
	
	
	
	

	536           Cold, heat, fire
	
	
	
	

	537           Batteries
	
	
	
	

	537           Light bulbs
	
	
	
	

	537           Electricity 
	
	
	
	

	538           Magnets
	
	
	
	

	539           Atoms, nuclear physics
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	540 – 559 
	
	
	
	

	540           Chemistry, acids, elements, crystals etc
	
	
	
	

	550           Earth science
	
	
	
	

	551           Climate, weather (rain, storms, winds)
	
	
	
	

	551.21      Volcanoes
	
	
	
	

	551.22      Earthquakes
	
	
	
	

	551.3        Ice, erosion
	
	
	
	

	551.41      Wetlands, deserts
	
	
	
	

	551.42      Islands
	
	
	
	

	551.43      Mountains
	
	
	
	

	551.45      Beaches, coasts
	
	
	
	

	551.46      Sea/Oceans
	
	
	
	

	551.47      Tsunami, tides
	
	
	
	

	551.48      Floods, water cycle, rivers, lakes
	
	
	
	

	551.48      Water
	
	
	
	

	552           Rocks
	
	
	
	

	553           Gems
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	560 – 579
	
	
	
	

	560           Prehistoric animals, fossils, extinct animals 

                 and birds
	
	
	
	

	561           Prehistoric plants
	
	
	
	

	567.9        Dinosaurs
	
	
	
	

	571           Reproduction, aging, lifecycles
	
	
	
	

	572           Photosynthesis
	
	
	
	

	576           Evolution
	
	
	
	

	576           Genetics
	
	
	
	

	577           Ecology
	
	
	
	

	577           Food chains
	
	
	
	

	577.3        New Zealand bush
	
	
	
	

	577.3        Rainforest
	
	
	
	

	577.5        Desert life
	
	
	
	

	577.5        Mountain life
	
	
	
	

	577.6        Freshwater life, pond life
	
	
	
	


	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	577.69      Rocky shores and seashore life
	
	
	
	

	577.7        Marine life
	
	
	
	

	578.68      Endangered/Extinct species
	
	
	
	

	578           Micro-organisms
	
	
	
	

	579           Fungi (mushrooms, toadstools)
	
	
	
	

	579           Lichens
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	580 – 599 
	
	
	
	

	581.4        Plants – growth, seeds
	
	
	
	

	581.7        Plant habitats
	
	
	
	

	582.16      Trees
	
	
	
	

	587           Ferns
	
	
	
	

	590           Animals
	
	
	
	

	590.7        Zoos
	
	
	
	

	591.4        Animals – adaptation 
	
	
	
	

	591.5        Behaviour (camouflage, migration etc)
	
	
	
	

	591.5        Animal habitats
	
	
	
	

	592           Worms
	
	
	
	

	593           Starfish, jellyfish
	
	
	
	

	594           Shellfish
	
	
	
	

	594           Snails and slugs
	
	
	
	

	595.3        Crustaceans
	
	
	
	

	595.4        Spiders
	
	
	
	

	595.7        Insects
	
	
	
	

	595.7        Bees
	
	
	
	

	595.7        Butterflies
	
	
	
	

	597           Fish (including sharks)
	
	
	
	

	597.8        Frogs
	
	
	
	

	597.9        Reptiles (tuatara, lizards, snakes etc)
	
	
	
	

	598           Native birds/birds
	
	
	
	

	599          Mammals
	
	
	
	

	599.5       Whales and dolphins
	
	
	
	

	599.9       Cave dwellers and prehistoric humans
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	600 – 619 
	
	
	
	

	600           Technology
	
	
	
	

	609           Discovery/inventions and inventors
	
	
	
	

	610           Medical science and technology
	
	
	
	

	612           Human body
	
	
	
	

	612.6        Growing up/puberty
	
	
	
	

	613           Hygiene
	
	
	
	

	613.2        Health (including healthy eating)
	
	
	
	

	613.6        Personal safety (including Sun Smart)
	
	
	
	

	613.7        Physical fitness
	
	
	
	

	614           Disease prevention
	
	
	
	

	615           Medicines
	
	
	
	

	616           Illness
	
	
	
	

	616           First aid
	
	
	
	

	617.6        Dental health
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	620 – 639 
	
	
	
	

	620           Engineering
	
	
	
	

	621           Machines
	
	
	
	

	621.31      Power generation and transmission
	
	
	
	

	621.38      Telecommunications
	
	
	
	

	621.4        Engines
	
	
	
	

	621.8        Simple machines
	
	
	
	

	621.9        Tools
	
	
	
	

	622           Mines, mining (coal, gold etc)
	
	
	
	

	623           Weapons
	
	
	
	

	623.8        Ships
	
	
	
	

	624           Bridges and tunnels
	
	
	
	

	625           Trains and railways
	
	
	
	

	628.9        Fire safety
	
	
	
	

	628.9        Fire fighting
	
	
	
	

	629.1        Aeroplanes and flight
	
	
	
	

	629.2        Motor vehicles
	
	
	
	

	629.4        Spacecraft and space exploration
	
	
	
	

	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	629.8         Robots
	
	
	
	

	630            Farms and farming (general)
	
	
	
	

	631           Tractors and farm machinery
	
	
	
	

	631.4        Soil science
	
	
	
	

	633           Crops
	
	
	
	

	634           Fruit
	
	
	
	

	634.9        Forestry
	
	
	
	

	635           Gardening - vegetables
	
	
	
	

	635.9        Gardening - flowers
	
	
	
	

	636           Domestic animals
	
	
	
	

	636           Pets (general)
	
	
	
	

	636           Vets
	
	
	
	

	636.2        Farm animals
	
	
	
	

	636.2        Deer farming
	
	
	
	

	636.3        Goat farming
	
	
	
	

	636.5        Pets – birds, poultry
	
	
	
	

	636.7        Dogs (including guide dogs)
	
	
	
	

	636.8        Cats
	
	
	
	

	637           Milk and Dairy products
	
	
	
	

	638           Bees and honey
	
	
	
	

	639.2        Commercial fishing
	
	
	
	

	639.2        Whaling
	
	
	
	

	639.3        Fish and seafood farming
	
	
	
	

	639.3        Aquariums
	
	
	
	

	639.9        Whale strandings / rescue
	
	
	
	


	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	640 – 699 
	
	
	
	

	641           Cooking
	
	
	
	

	641           Food
	
	
	
	

	641           Bread
	
	
	
	

	641.59      Food from other cultures
	
	
	
	

	643           Household appliances
	
	
	
	

	643           Kitchens
	
	
	
	

	645           Furniture
	
	
	
	

	646           Dressmaking
	
	
	
	

	646.7        Personal grooming
	
	
	
	

	652           Codes
	
	
	
	

	658           Business
	
	
	
	

	658.5        Packaging
	
	
	
	

	659           Advertising
	
	
	
	

	662           Manufacturing
	
	
	
	

	662           Fuel
	
	
	
	

	663           Drinks
	
	
	
	

	664           Food processing
	
	
	
	

	666           Glass
	
	
	
	

	668           Plastic
	
	
	
	

	669           Metals
	
	
	
	

	674           Wood
	
	
	
	

	677           Fabrics and fibres
	
	
	
	

	677           Wool
	
	
	
	

	686           Book design and production
	
	
	
	

	688           Toys (including teddy bears)
	
	 
	
	

	690           Buildings and construction
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	700 – 779 
	
	
	
	

	700           Art / techniques
	
	
	
	

	709           Art history
	
	
	
	

	709           Artists
	
	
	
	

	709           Cubism/Picasso
	
	
	
	

	709           Pop art
	
	
	
	

	709.9        New Zealand, Aboriginal and Pacific Island art
	
	
	
	

	720           Architecture
	
	
	
	

	728
Houses/homes
	
	
	
	

	730           Sculpture
	
	
	
	

	736           Carving
	
	
	
	

	737           Coins and medals
	
	
	
	

	738           Clay & pottery
	
	
	
	

	739           Jewellery
	
	
	
	

	741           Drawing
	
	
	
	

	741.5        Cartoons & comics
	
	
	
	

	741.6        Illustrators and graphic design
	
	
	
	

	745           Crafts
	
	
	
	

	745.54      Masks, paper, collage, gifts and toys
	
	
	
	

	745.6        Lettering, calligraphy
	
	
	
	

	746.1        Weaving
	
	
	
	

	746.41      Maori weaving and basketwork
	
	
	
	

	746.43      Knitting
	
	
	
	

	746.6        Fabric painting
	
	
	
	

	746.9        Wearable art/fashion design
	
	
	
	

	748           Glass art
	
	
	
	

	751           Painting – techniques
	
	
	
	

	757           Painting - portraits
	
	
	
	

	759           Painting - history
	
	
	
	

	759           Painters – NZ, Maori
	
	
	
	

	760           Prints and print making
	
	
	
	

	769.5        Stamp collecting, stamps
	
	
	
	

	770           Photography
	
	
	
	

	778.5
Movie-making
	
	
	
	

	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	780 – 789 
	
	
	
	

	780           Music history and theory
	
	
	
	

	780.92      Composers and musicians
	
	
	
	

	781.6        Music – jazz, folk, rap, rock
	
	
	
	

	782.4        Music – Maori (Waiata, Kapa Haka)
	
	
	
	

	784           Music - classical
	
	
	
	

	784           Musical instruments
	
	
	
	

	784.2        Orchestra
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	790 – 799 
	
	
	
	

	790           Hobbies and leisure activities
	
	
	
	

	791.3        Circus, clowns
	
	
	
	

	791.4        Cinema and movies
	
	
	
	

	791.5        Puppets
	
	
	
	

	792           Theatre and acting
	
	
	
	

	792.8        Dance
	
	
	
	

	793           Indoor games
	
	
	
	

	793.7        Puzzles and jokes
	
	
	
	

	793.8        Magic tricks
	
	
	
	

	794           Board games
	
	
	
	

	794.8        Video games
	
	
	
	

	795           Card games
	
	
	
	

	796           Sport - general
	
	
	
	

	796           Extreme sports
	
	
	
	

	796.1        Kites
	
	
	
	

	796.2        Skating and skateboarding
	
	
	
	

	796.3        Ball games
	
	
	
	

	796.4        Olympic Games
	
	
	
	

	796.4        Gymnastics
	
	
	
	

	796.4        Athletics
	
	
	
	

	796.5        Caving, bush craft, camping
	
	
	
	

	796.5        Mountaineering
	
	
	
	

	796.6        Cycling
	
	
	
	

	796.7        Motor racing
	
	
	
	

	796.8        Martial arts and boxing / wrestling
	
	
	
	

	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	796.9        Winter sports
	
	
	
	

	797           Water sports
	
	
	
	

	797.5 Air sports (e.g. ballooning, parachuting,

bungy)
	
	
	
	

	798           Horse riding
	
	
	
	

	799.1        Fishing
	
	
	
	

	799.2     Hunting
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	800 – 899 
	
	
	
	

	808           Diaries
	
	
	
	

	808.5        Debates and public speaking
	
	
	
	

	820           Anthologies (mix of poetry, stories, plays)
	
	
	
	

	821           Poetry (including humorous poetry)
	
	
	
	

	821           Limericks
	
	
	
	

	822           Plays
	
	
	
	

	823           Fiction authors
	
	
	
	

	895           Haiku
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	900 – 939 
	
	
	
	

	904           Survival
	
	
	
	

	909           True stories
	
	
	
	

	909           World history
	
	
	
	

	910.4        Discovery and exploration/explorers 
	
	
	
	

	910.4        Shipwrecks
	
	
	
	

	910.4        Pirates
	
	
	
	

	912           Maps and map-making
	
	
	
	

	920           Biography (general works – others with

                  subjects)
	
	
	
	

	920           Famous New Zealanders
	
	
	
	

	929.4        Names
	
	
	
	

	929.7        Kings and Queens
	
	
	
	

	929.9        Flags
	
	
	
	

	930           Ancient cultures
	
	
	
	

	930.1        Archaeology
	
	
	
	


	932           Ancient history - Egypt
	
	
	
	

	Subject area
	Priorities for Development
	Comments

	
	Junior
	Middle
	Senior
	

	937           Ancient history - Rome
	
	
	
	

	938           Ancient history - Greece
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	940 – 999 
	
	
	
	

	940.1        Middle Ages
	
	
	
	

	940.3        World War I
	
	
	
	

	940.4        Anzac
	
	
	
	

	940.5        World War 11
	
	
	
	

	940.5        Holocaust
	
	
	
	

	940           Europe
	
	
	
	

	941.05      Elizabethan times
	
	
	
	

	941.08      Victorian times
	
	
	
	

	944           France
	
	
	
	

	945           Italy
	
	
	
	

	946           Spain
	
	
	
	

	947           Russia and Russian states
	
	
	
	

	948           Scandinavia
	
	
	
	

	948.02      Vikings
	
	
	
	

	950           Asia
	
	
	
	

	952           Japan
	
	
	
	

	954.03      India
	
	
	
	

	956           Middle East
	
	
	
	

	960           Africa
	
	
	
	

	970           North America
	
	
	
	

	970.3        Inuit
	
	
	
	

	980           South America
	
	
	
	

	993           New Zealand pioneers, early European

                 settlement
	
	
	
	

	993           Treaty of Waitangi
	
	
	
	

	994           Australia, (including Aboriginal peoples)
	
	
	
	

	996           Pacific Islands
	
	
	
	

	996.1        Samoa
	
	
	
	

	996.2        Cook Islands/Rarotonga
	
	
	
	

	998           Antarctica, Arctic, Polar regions
	
	
	
	


	Curriculum Area


	Dewey Decimal Classification numbers

	Technology
	004, 600 – 610, 620 – 800 



	Science
	333.7 – 333.9, 500 509, 520 – 599



	Mathematics
	510 – 519, 530.8 (measurement), 745 – 746 (traditional patterns), 793.7



	Health and PE
	152.4 (feelings)

362 (disabilities)

363 (safety)

610 – 619, 641, 793 – 799 



	Arts
	700 – 769, 780 – 789, 792 – 793 



	Social Studies
	200 – 299, 300 – 399, 630 – 639, 900 – 999



	Maori Studies
	305.89, 499, 993 or classified with subject



	English
	070, 398.2, 400 – 499, 741 (comic illustrators), 791 – 792, 800 – 899
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