Example Secondary School Collection Assessment Form

Note: This Collection Assessment was carried out during term-time, which means that some books were out on loan.  It is therefore an assessment of the resources found on the shelves at that time. Note that this assessment covers only 330s-800s, and the Fiction, not the complete collection.

	Topic 
	Dewey Numbers
	Comments

	Business

Economics

Women and work

Financial economics


	330s

332
	Update resources on trade unions.  

Good resources and with NZ perspective.  

Continue to add current titles as published.  

	Land ownership

Energy

Conservation

Natural resources

Law and human rights
	333

333.78

340s
	Well covered.  

Buy new book on NZ National Parks, also recreational and wilderness areas –(fewer resources in this area).  

Children’s Rights / (not on shelf).

Law – well covered.  



	Military/warfare etc. 

Social problems

Social welfare
	350s

360s
	Resources quite old.  Look for new publications more relevant to 21st century situation.  (Could be located in the 900s?).

WHO book has been weeded –need to update.  



	Disasters

Environment

Crime & punishment


	363s

363.7

364s
	Very well covered

Plenty –well resourced.  Look out for new NZ publications.  

	Education

Communications

Telecommunications
	370

384
	Well covered

Only 2 books here.  May have been out otherwise this is a gap.  



	Transport/Transportation

Costume
	385 –388

391
	Not a huge number of books but may not be needed in teaching programmes?

Well covered but check with textiles and design HOD to see if any aspects are missing.  



	Customs, special occasions, holidays, celebrations. 


	394
	Very few books here.  Useful for social studies?



	Folktales, myths and legends
	398
	Update where possible. Especially Aboriginal, African, Greek and Roman and North American Indian myths and legends.  Also buy new Aesop’s fables and look out for new titles to cover Asian, Japanese and Indian myths and legends, and fairytales.   



	Language
	400s
	Quite well resourced.  Need more Spanish resources – see notes from language HOD.  



	Natural Sciences
	500
	Well resourced



	Mathematics
	510
	Many of the books look old but could still be useful.  Need HOD maths to look at this section. 



	Space

Physics

Chemistry
	520

530

540
	Buy new book on Rutherford

Matter – update.  Also seek HOD’s comments.  



	Earth Sciences
	550
	Well resourced.  Add NZ titles as available. 



	Palaeontology
	560
	Pre-historic humans – old resources.  (left on the shelf for now) 



	Life Sciences/Biology
	570
	Gaps.  Resources look quite old. Consult with HOD, update.  May also already use current internet sites.  

Biochemistry resources?



	Physiology

Genetics and evolution
	573

576
	Not much on shelf.  May have been issued out?

Evolution –well resourced.  Genetics – continue to buy new titles.  Websites?



	Ecology

Microbes

Micro-organisms
	577

578

579
	577.54 –desert ecology –gap?

Microbes –need to update. 

578 68 –endangered species –no books on shelf?

Viruses?



	Plants
	580s
	Very well covered, especially NZ plants



	Animals –adaptation, behaviour


	590s

591.3

591.9
	Few resources to cover young animals, animal ecology, animals in specific environments e.g. desert, ice, zoo animals.  Is this taught? May be a gap. 

 

	Invertebrates

Marine and seashore life
	592

593-594
	Not many resources.  Update if needed for teaching. 

Again, update if part of the curriculum.  Note: 594.147 SCA – tell design people about this beautiful (and very old) book.  



	Insects

Fish
	595

597
	Well resourced.  Update NZ spiders, weta.  Also buy more resources at younger reading age level. 

Includes good NZ resources.  

	Birds
	598
	Well covered.  Update Australian birds.  NZ birds really well covered. 



	Technology

Inventions

Medical sciences
	600s

608

610 –612
	Well resourced

Update Thomas Edison biography

Physiology –girl’s bodies, CPR, First Aid –needs updating –see Health and PE lists from HODs



	Exposure/hypothermia
	614-618
	Old –update



	Diseases
	616
	Well resourced



	Engineering

Heat engineering

Solar energy

Nuclear energy 
	620s

621.4
	Computer engineering-gap

How it works, etc –update

Machines, lasers etc –update as required.

Not many books on shelf? 



	Machine engineering
	621.8
	2 items on shelf. 



	Mining and related operations


	622
	Comprehensive series on shelf. 

	Military and nautical engineering

Nautical engineering, seamanship
	623

623.8
	4 items. 

3 items on shelf. 



	Civil engineering.

Engineering of railroads, roads, highways etc. 


	624 & 625
	10 items.  Bridges well covered.  May need more on tunnels and other structures.  

	Hydraulic engineering
	627
	Old resources but is this taught?



	Environmental protection engineering
	628
	Includes recycling technology –continue to add to this section as required. 



	Other branches of engineering

Cars

Land vehicles / cycles


	629

629.04

629.2
	Mostly old resources.  Transportation engineering?

	Aircraft –different types
	629.133
	6 books on shelf.  Some gaps.  E.g. balloons, kites and kite design –update. 



	Spacecraft

Space flight
	629.4
	20 resources on shelf but some quite old (e.g. 1986).  Update as budget allows.  



	Agriculture and related technologies

Agricultural equipment

Soil science
	630

631

631.4
	5 items on shelf.  Need to update where topics are available in printed form.  

	Cultivation and harvesting 
	631.5
	Update pest control



	Forestry
	634.9
	Well resourced.  



	Horticulture
	636
	Well covered 



	Pets

Animal husbandry
	636
	Some resources.  Books on horses, cats, dogs and rabbits are old and need replacing.  



	Home economics

Food and drink

Cooking


	640

641

641.5
	Most resources on shelf are quite old –see HOD’s list  for updating ideas.  

	Textiles

Sewing/clothing
	646
	Again resources are quite old.  Look for new books/update titles to cover –how clothes are made, fabric, also current titles on hair, make-up etc. 



	Childcare/child rearing
	649
	Update?



	Management and auxiliary services
	650
	6 (+) current titles, jobs and CVs well covered. 



	Management / business/ accounting
	650s
	What is taught/required?

Update Business Who’s Who 



	Advertising and public relations


	659
	Consult with media studies and English

	Genetic engineering
	660
	Good resources, keep updating. 



	Food technology
	664
	Continue to add new titles. 



	Natural gas
	665
	1 book on shelf – weeded. 



	Textiles technology
	667

677
	Quite well covered but could add titles to cover production of fibres etc. 



	Manufacturing

Metalworking processes

Printing, 

Book arts


	670

671

686.2

686
	No books on shelf.  Check what is taught to establish buying needs.  

	Literature
	800 -819
	Update literary criticism.  

Use of journals and websites for this area too.  



	English poetry
	821
	Lots of resources.  Continue to buy new titles and update/replace those that are on shelf that will be needed but are quite worn.  

Look for more collections which include illustrations –visual poetry and literature. Picture books could also cover this area. 

Also look for narrative poems in an illustrated format.  E.g. The Highwayman.  



	English drama
	822
	Update and replace worn copies as budget allows.  Seek HOD recommendations.  



	Shakespeare
	822.3
	Look out for titles to cover The Globe Theatre, stagecraft and drama production.  



	Classical Greek literature

Classical Greek poetry
	880

881


	Plenty but quite worn/old.  See HOD’s list; and could also update with more pictorial/picture book versions.  Look for more titles like the copy of Homer’s Iliad. 

 

	Picture books
	
	Add to sophisticated picture book titles and also include graphic novels.  



	Fiction –suitability for all reading levels.  
	
	Very good collection but probably looks quite daunting to some younger or less able readers.  Look for easier fiction –could consult with neighbouring Intermediate librarian to see which authors are popular with Year 8s and build up titles by these authors as well as similar titles.  

 

	Fiction -classics
	
	Well covered –update with new copies as budget allows. E.g. Jules Verne 



	Fiction
	
	Buy fiction and picture books to support the Social Studies curriculum – see list provided.  



	Fractured Fairytales
	
	Add these to picture book collection. 



	“Classical” picture books
	
	Add well-known authors such as Anthony Browne, Colin Thompson, Jeannie Baker, etc –for visual literacy and arts curriculum. 

 

	Fiction for ESOL students
	
	Consult with learning support –see ideas provided



	Fiction for International students


	
	Fiction about city life, arts, music, as well as magazines. 

Fiction in Korean and Japanese languages and fiction translated into English from these and other languages.  



	Audio tapes/CD’s
	
	Stories on tapes, especially for ESOL and other students who would benefit from listening to fiction rather than reading by themselves.  
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