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The new fourth edition of ISO 2108, the ISBN standard, was published in May 2005. It specifies an implementation date of January 1, 2007 for the change to a 13-digit ISBN. 

Copies of ISO 2108:2005 are available for purchase, in separate English and French editions, from the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and its national member organizations. 

As of 1 January 2007 all book and book-related products must carry 13-digit ISBNs.

Existing 10-digit ISBNs (ISBN-10) need to be converted to the new 13-digit ISBN (ISBN-13) by prefixing them with 978. The check digit at the end of the ISBN will also have to be recalculated

The 13-digit number will be identical with the EAN-13 number that is currently encoded in the barcode.

A new range of 13-digit ISBNs with a prefix of 979 will be made available as those that will then commence with a 978 number start to run out. This will create enough new ISBNs for the foreseeable future.

Some publishers are now providing title information with both a 10-digit and 13-digit ISBN and this will increase in the lead-up to January 2007.
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